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“GO, WITHOUT FEAR,
TO SERVE!”

1.

“He is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him...” (Mk 16: 7)

MAG+S Brazil and World Youth Day ended and will be missed! However,
Magis, which is our life program, is part of the Society of Jesus’ proposal for the
world, in its mission to keep accompanying the young. To that extent, let us really
endeavor to help each other find and express our Magis in daily life, in our Galilees, in order to face the obstacles that are typical in the lives of today’s youth,
relying on God’s grace and love for us.
This is our proposal for living the axis of the MISSION after living such strong
experiences, beginning in Nazareth and Bethany, continuing on to so many places
and finally arriving in Jerusalem. It is time, therefore, to “respond with our lives”
in the mystical experience of Galilee, the place of everyday life challenges, of daily
Gospel announcement and witnessing, because this time is already being lived
and experienced in our return home and in so many “nations.”
Let us then stay united to so many other young people who, in their own
hometowns are also making their personal and community journeys, obedient to
and enlivened by the Holy Father’s Word during World Youth Day: “Go, without
fear, to serve!”
There are no borders, there are no limits. The sharing of our experiences
of faith, announcement and witnessing that are necessary spring up from the
strength of that love from the Lord who walks ahead of us and waits for us. It is He
Himself who said so when sending us and accompanying us.
Let us, then, in community, build Ignatian networks of young people around
the world, in our continents, as proposed during MAG+S Brazil. Solidary exchange
networks to cooperate towards the Mission, leading us to transcend institutional
borders, going on to the existential outskirts, feeling the appeal of all the Church
and the communion of the saints. Let us go without fear to all the ends of the
Earth, imploring the grace of feeling the warmth of the Father’s mercy and the
strength of His love wherever we are or wherever we are sent. Let us go forth to
serve with generosity and joy, overcoming our egoism.
We can still hear Pope Francis’ encouraging words echoing in every one of
us: “Dear young people, Jesus Christ counts on you! The Church counts on you!
The Pope counts on you! May Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, bless you
always with her tenderness...”
Amen.
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To seek and find God
in all things
More than on ordinary days,
I looked as hard as I could at the faces of the poor,
worn out by hunger, crushed by humiliation,
and in them I found Thy face,
Risen Christ!
(Dom Helder Câmara)

Consider how the Divinity, which seemed to hide Itself in the
Passion, now appears and shows Itself so marvelously in the most holy
Resurrection by Its true and most holy effects. (SS 223)
Despite so many signs of death, Resurrection is already present and active in our
midst. Where there is service, commitment to others, communion between people, fight
for Justice, this new life is already present! A new mode of existence, a Presence that
escapes the world’s perception.
The Risen Christ manifests Himself to us in His work of consolation, in his strength
to recreate. It is pure grace, pure gift. He radiates an intense and profound joy that is
capable of transforming our realities. A new stage has begun, the time to live what Jesus
has already experienced: man’s total liberation, the freedom from all kinds of moral, social,
political, and economic slavery. Freedom for a fuller adherence to love and eternal life.
God, making all things new, makes us new creatures, new men and women, with
the strength of His re-creating love. And He provokes us to re-create with Him the necessary
conditions to guarantee life, and life in abundance. Resurrection is, therefore, the victory of
love, and we must create communities wherever we are, which are capable of welcoming,
experiencing and bearing witness of that Love that is visible and active in History.

• GRACE: Lord, grant us the gift of seeking You and to find You.
• WORD OF GOD:
				
				
				
				

Mk 16: 1-20
Jn 14: 12-27
Acts 2: 42-47
1Cor 15: 12-19
Rev 21: 1-6

• PRAYER REVIEW/SHARING: Where are the effects of the Lord’s resurrection present in my
life and in the lives of our communities?
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Feeling and relishing things
interiorly
[…] if you try to live on love,
you will realize that, here on Earth, you might want to do your part.
The counterpart, you can never tell whether it will come,
and it is not necessary for it to come.
Sometimes, you will be disappointed, but you will never lose heart
if you are convinced that, in love, what counts is to love.
(Chiara Lubich)

For it is not knowing much, but realizing and relishing things interiorly,
that contents and satisfies the soul. (SS 2)
Light descends from on High, illuminates our being and communicates Life. It makes us
participate in its gifts, quenches us and satisfies our souls. It also gives us hope, steadfastness and
trust, fruits of divine action in our hearts. It enlivens our service life! It prepares our journey...
Thereby, everything participates in the Event of God’s Action in us. It is part of a much larger
whole which involves our identity as a people, as a “nation.” It calls into place culture, art, partying, religion, and so many projects to be shared. Nothing is lost, because it is all part of the great
wealth of the fruitfulness of life that we receive.
And much of what we are willing to do will depend, to a large extent, as said before, on our
capacity to articulate and collaborate among the various apostolic instances existing in our midst,
in our communities. The challenge is not to be paralyzed by fear, but to take responsibility for truly
loving. And even without understanding the breadth and depth of what you feel, to respond with
courage and choose Life!
• GRACE: Lord, grant us the ability to listen to You in order to understand You and do
what You ask from us.
• WORD OF GOD:
				
				
				
				

Dt 30: 1-20
Jon 1: 1-16
Lk 1: 68-79
Rom 10: 8-21
Eph 3: 12-21

• PRAYER REVIEW/SHARING: Can we feel, hear, understand and savor what the Lord
tells us? What does He specifically ask of us?
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What should I do for you,
Lord?
The poor we seek may live nearby or far from us.
They may be materially or spiritually poor.
They may be hungry for bread or friendship.
They may need clothes
or the sense of wealth that God’s love represents to them.
They may need the shelter of a house made of bricks and mortar
or the confidence of having a place in our hearts.
(Madre Teresa de Calcutá)

Looking at myself, ask what I have done for Christ, what I am doing
for Christ, what I ought to do for Christ. (SS 53)
The colloquy, in Ignatian prayer, is the summit of a dialogue with God, because it
expresses our identification and confidence in His presence among us. It can be reached
at any time of prayer, not only at the end, and may even extend throughout the time devoted to this exercise.
Thus, it is when a friend speaks to another friend in close personal relationship.
It happens in simplicity, without voluntarism, naturally, as an expression of profound
communion of hearts. Like when we approach someone with whom we have intimacy
to tell what we have seen, to talk about sad and beautiful feelings, or to confide in them
and listen to their advice, but also to thank them and make ourselves available to them.
By listening and pondering, by examining ourselves, every one of us is able to
reach out to the others, to welcome their needs in order to share them. By sharing we
seek to form a solidarity, social action, education and communication network, resorting even to the technological means available today that are within our grasp. In this
dynamics, speaking, listening and serving are part of a larger process: helping human
beings to become fully Human, through the service of faith and promotion of justice!
• GRACE: Lord, grant us sensitivity towards our brothers and sisters’ needs.
• WORD OF GOD:
				
				
				
				

Ex 34: 29-35
Jt 8: 1-17
Mt 25: 31-46
Mk 10: 17-22
Lk 10: 25-37

• PRAYER REVIEW/SHARING: After listening carefully to the Lord and having had a
colloquy with Him, is it clearer to us who our neighbor is? Where is he or she and
what are his or her pleas?
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The greater Glory of God
If I could leave a gift to you,
I would give you access to the feeling of loving the lives of human beings.
The consciousness to learn everything that has been taught throughout the
times... I would remember the mistakes that have been made so that they would
no longer be repeated. The ability to choose new directions.
I would leave you, if I could, the respect to what is essential:
in addition to bread, work; besides work, action.
And, when all else is missing, a secret:
to search within yourself for the answer and the strength to find the exit.
(Mahatma Gandhi)

Love ought to be put more in deeds than in words. Love consists in
interchange between the two parties. That is to say in the lover’s giving and communicating to the beloved what he has or out of what
he has or can. On the contrary, the beloved to the lover. (SS 230-231)
God is love. And to live in love, to become love, means to fully assume the vocation of children of God, to the point of being identified with Him. This is the criterion that
differentiates the children of God: a radical identity with the one who knows nothing but
love, who knows only of giving and communicating Love.
This is also the Mission of the Church. To build bridges of dialogue between the
most diverse realities, through each one’s own vocation. This sense of plenitude that
only love gives is what makes God’s project for us coincide with our own free will. This is
the profound meaning of fulfilling God’s will. And only He is capable of waking and guiding
in us our best energies towards the exercise of love.
The inner knowledge of all the good we receive makes us then express such joy
that enables us to do increasingly more universal good. It opens us up for the loving perspective of loving and serving in all things our Creator and Lord who dwells in everything,
who awakens Life in all, who receives our freedom, our will and gives us His grace. Therefore, all we have to do, in an attitude of thanksgiving, is to recognize this movement that
launches us into the heart of God. He loved us first. Everything comes from Him; everything must return to Him. Only His love and grace suffice!
• GRACE: Lord, grant us the inner knowledge of so much good received so that we
will love and serve in all.
• WORD OF GOD:
				
				
				
				

Mt 25: 14-30
Lk 1: 46-55
Jn 15: 12-17
Col 3: 1-16
1Jn 4: 7-21

• PRAYER REVIEW/SHARING: Are our affections and talents geared towards a more
universal good? Do I feel that my will coincides with the will of God for me and
for my life?
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Go and ignite the world!
No one is born hating another person
for the color of their skin, or their origin, or their religion.
In order to hate, people need to learn,
and if they learn to hate, they can be taught to love,
for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.
Human kindness is a flame that can be hidden, but never extinguished.
(Nelson Mandela)

Consider how God works and labors through me and look how all the
good things and gifts descend from above. (SS 236-237)
God’s love poured in our hearts is not only the source of life, but a driving force. It
is He Himself, alive and active, working and acting in the work of creation. And united with
Him, we are also challenged to contemplate His action in His creatures and shine it in the
world, in active life.
In the manner of Jesus, then, we become contemplatives in action, loving and serving the Father under the impulse of the Holy Spirit. To transfigure God’s action and love is
therefore a necessity as we proclaim the Gospel with an open heart and embody Ignatian
spirituality as a central axis of our lives, in service and detachment from ourselves.
The Mission belongs to God, but we are summoned and sent with Jesus. “The world
is our home,” we have been told and reminded, and in it the flame of faith, hope and love
must burn, like a fire that kindles other fires, to ignite and communicate the Good News
of Life to all peoples and “nations.” With this in mind, as Father Arrupe used to say, may
we not lack the strength to accept and live, in our everyday Galilees, “the variations of the
cross, imitating and following Jesus, who wants to lead all men and all created things to the
Father’s glory”.

• GRACE: Lord, grant us the grace to heal our internal ruptures, holding us together
as people and as an apostolic body at the service of the Mission.
• WORD OF GOD:
				
				
				
				

Jer 1: 11-19
Mt 28: 16-20
Mk 6: 7-13
Lk 10: 1-12
Jn 20: 19-23

• PRAYER REVIEW/SHARING: Where does the Lord send us? Where and how does He
want us to be like and be signs of His presence?

10

